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CONPIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 1627 
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SUBJECT: COMOROS VICE PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONPERENCE 

REF: LIBREVILLE 1606 

1. COMOROS VICE PRESIDENT HELD PRESS CONPERENCE IN LIBREVILLE 
JUNE 28 WHICH COVERED BOTH MAYOTTE AND MAJUNGA REPUGEES. 

2. ON MAYOTTE, VICE PRESIDENT INDICATED GISCARD D'ESTAING'S 
STATEMENT TO EFPECT THAT GOP HAD ENDED PRENCH COLONIZATION 
IN AFRICA WITH INDEPENDENCE OP DJIBOUTI OBVIOUSLY IGNORED 
SITUATION IN MAYOTTE. IN RESPONSE TO PRESS QUESTION AS 

TO WHAT GOP SHOULD DO RE MAYOTTE, VICE PRESIDENT STATED 
COMOROS READY TO ESTABLISH DIALOGUE WITH PRNACE AND THAT 
PRESIDENT HAD SENT CABLE TO GISCARD IN NOVEMBER 1976 TO 
THAT EFPECT. HOWEVER GOF APPARENTLY INDIPPERENT TO 
PROBLEM. GOF, HE ADDED, SHOULD ALSO REMOVE PRENCH 
PROM MAYOTTE TO NORMALIZE SITUATION. 
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3. ON MAJUNGA REPUGEE PROBLEM: VICE PRESIDENT REPERRED 
TO ACTS IN MALAGASY REPUBLIC AS GENOCIDE. HE STATED 

1,500 COMORONS KILLED IN 1976 AND COMOROS GOVERNEMENT HAD 
BEEN PACED WITH CHOICE OP EITHER REPATRIATING 16,000 
SURVIVORS OR LETTING THEM BE EXTERMINATED. SURVIVORS 
REPATRIATED WITHIN SIX WEEKS AT COST OP APPROXIMATELY 
20 MILLION DOLLARS. VICE PRESIDENT STATED GOF HAD 
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ATTEMPTED HINDER THIS EEEORT AND HAD EXPELLED MAJUNGA 
REFUGEES WHO WISHED TO RETURN TO MAYOTTE AFTER BEING 
REPATRIATEDTO COMOROS. 

4. COMMENT: VICE PRESIDENT SPOKE MODERATLY AND LEFT 
FAVORABLE IF HUMBLE IMPRESSION. WHILE HE APPEARED 
SINCERE IN EFFORTS TO IMPROVE RELATIOS WITH FRANCE, HIS 
CHARGE OF MALAGASY GENOCIDE WILL DO NOTHING TO ASSIST OAU 
PROPOSED BILATERAL RAPPROCHEMENT (REFTEL) WITH 
MALAGSY REPUBLIC. STEIGMAN 
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